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Katrin Profilet
President, Friends of SDPB Board of Directors 

Ryan Howlett 
Chief Executive Officer, Friends of SDPB

On behalf of the Friends of SDPB Board of Directors and 
the staff of SDPB and Friends of SDPB, thank you for taking 
the time to review the Friends of SDPB annual report. 

Your support of SDPB and Friends is sincerely appreciated.  



SDPB & Friends by the numbers

Local Television

$4,384,077

3,160,475

2,909
592,871
views

34,483
youtube 
subscribers

162

13,109

61

VIEWS CORPORATE 
SUPPORTERS

EVENTS

of SDPB videos on 
YouTube and Facebook

average viewers 
of a digital short

of SDPB Television were 
watched by 332,236 
unique households

Friends Member Families of 
which 4,855 are Sustainers

hosted or had leadership 
participation role, returning 
to a fully in-person experience

total raised

936.5 hours of local SDPB TV.  
SDPB broadcasts a total of 936.5 hours of local programs on 3 television 
channels. This includes live coverage of the South Dakota Legislature, 
SDHSAA events, On Call with the Prairie Doc®, Dakota Life, South Dakota 
Focus, and countless documentaries.  

18% of SDPB primetime and late fringe schedule (daily from 5pm to Midnight) 
on SDPB1 Television is produced by SDPB or by local, independent producers. 
That means 452 of 2,555 total evening viewing hours are local on SDPB1 TV.  

468,395 South Dakotans, on average, watched one of SDPB’s television 
channels during the month. That’s a 7.3% increase over 2022. 

Local Radio
1,359 hours of local SDPB Radio.  
SDPB broadcasts a total of 1,359 hours of local 
programming on SDPB Radio, including In the 
Moment, Jazz Nightly, local news, coverage of 
the South Dakota Legislature, and so much more.  

16% of SDPB radio is locally produced by SDPB.  

19,500 listeners, on average, tuned in to SDPB 
Radio each week, a 22% increase over the same 
time period in Fiscal Year 2022.  
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Herb and Jan Conn are Black Hills legends. Originally from the White Mountains of New 
Hampshire, they traveled the West after Herb's WWII-era Army service. Soon they fell in 
love with the Black Hills, built an off-the-grid cave dwelling, and set out to establish the 
Black Hills as a climbing destination.   

By 1959, having explored the surficial Hills, they were lured into exploring Jewel Cave, 
where only two miles of passage had been documented. Twenty years later, they had 
mapped more than 60 miles in what is now the world’s third largest cave system and 
helped establish the popular Scenic Tour. The work they started continues. Over 200 
miles now have been discovered.  

Herb and Jan Conn inspired others in many ways beyond their pioneering work as 
climbers and cavers. The Ups and Downs of Herb and Jan Conn documents their 
ascents and descents, and the exploratory, literary, cartographic, artistic, and musical 
repertory they created -- all of which continue to inspire people with an itch to explore, 
above or below the surface.  

Justin Koehler, producer of Ups & Downs, moved back to South Dakota last year after 
being gone for almost 20 years. Since partnering with SDPB, he has produced films 
capturing life of South Dakotans and the state’s history.

"When SDPB approached me to edit the Conn documentary, I was a bit embarrassed to 
say that I had never heard their story. However, it took about five minutes of research 
to understand why their story was worthy of the big screen,” Justin said. “I admire 
Herb and Jan's sense of adventure and fearless approach to climbing and caving; both 
sports in their infant stages when the Conns started. Even if the Conns didn't want to 
be labeled as such, their peers view them as pioneers, and to be among the first to do 
anything takes a tremendous amount of courage— but it takes a lot of intellect, as well." 

The Ups & Downs of 
Herb and Jan Conn

south dakota stories
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The Blasius family captures the heart of South Dakota through 
their community involvement. Brett and Paula and their children 
Lane, Josie, Blair, Burk and Jace all participate in the rodeo, a 
tradition started by their dad.  

Along with the rodeo, the family plays numerous sports. Their 
sons are involved in wrestling and football, and their daughter 
played basketball and volleyball. Blair (19), Burk (17), and Jace 
(16) all played for the same football team in 2022 when Wall won 
the 9AA State Championship. They also have taken home state 
championships in wrestling. The busy schedules require structure 
and a strong family bond. 

“Balancing three sports is tough,” Blair explains. “They all don’t fall 
at the same time, but they’re one after another. It’s football in the 
fall, wrestling in the winter, and rodeo in the spring and summer. 
But I wouldn’t trade it for anything, even though it’s stressful at 
times. It’s a lot of fun, and I know I’ll look back and smile.” Brett 
shares what it is like for him as a parent. “It’s sure challenging with 
these boys being multi-sport athletes. We get stretched pretty thin 
from time to time, but we try to keep it all in perspective. Faith 
is important to us, next comes family, and then fun. So, we try to 
approach it that way. It’s challenging, but we do the best we can.”

While the family focuses on hard work, good grades and 
connection, their faith is the foundation of their closeness as a 
family and is at the family’s core.

“We believe that our faith is most important,” says Brett. “Things 
don’t always go perfect, and sometimes things go great. In the 
good times and the challenging times, we just have got to have 
strong faith and believe it’s for a reason and keep charging 
forward. Our faith is strong. It’s behind everything we do.”  

The Blasius family is an inspiration, as a close-knit and involved 
South Dakota family.  My hope for all my kids, number one, is 
that their faith base is solid,” Paula said, “to continue that, get 
through school, meet the right person, raise a family, and make a 
difference in this world. That’s what my hope is for my kids.” 

South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting won two regional 
Edward R. Murrow Awards for 
Small Market Radio Reporting 
in 2022. Murrow Awards are 
awarded by the Radio Television 
Digital News Association. SDPB 
won two awards:  Continuing 
Coverage of the Attorney General 
Jason Ravnsborg Impeachment, 
produced by Lee Strubinger, and 
News Documentary for Dave 
Eggers Discusses His Book Being Prohibited by Rapid City School District by 
producers Lori Walsh, Carl Norquist, and Chris Laughery. 

Lori Walsh, In the Moment host, shares what the Murrow Awards are and 
why they are significant. 

“At their core, the Murrow Awards recognize broadcast and digital journalism 
that serves the community. The regional Murrows have the enhanced ability 
to recognize local journalism of note.” Lori continues, “The Murrows matter 
because they invite further attention to an important story. The In the 
Moment team strives to bring meaningful interviews and reporting to the 
widest audience possible. A regional Murrow means more listeners will hear 
those South Dakota voices and think more deeply about the impact of our 
lives and our conversations.”  

Lori explained there was a feeling of gratitude for the team when the award 
was announced.

“The In the Moment team moves swiftly to get a thoughtful, meaningful 
show on the air daily. When the Murrow Award arrived in the newsroom, 
it was an opportunity to pause, reflect, and express gratitude to team 
members, not only for their craft, but for their dedication to sharing South 
Dakota stories. Then we moved on to the next show!” 

SDPB is a team of people who work hard to provide materials for education 
and information to our state; Lori and the In the Moment 
team are no exception. Lori shares more about the documentary that 
won the award. 

“Our team was recognized in the radio documentary category. We explored 
the impact of book challenges in the Rapid City School District and featured 
best-selling author Dave Eggers in conversation with members of the 
Rapid City community. It was a spacious dialogue about censorship, book 
destruction, and the First Amendment. The story of who decides what 
books our high school students have access to is nuanced and has profound 
implications for education and American democracy. We hope that particular 
show’s lineup helps inform and inspire people in their own conversations 
about the meaning of freedom as it intersects with the rights of readers.” 

Blasius 
Family 
Rodeo 2. 3.
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Education is SDPB’s foundation. Long before Sesame Street premiered on 
November 10, 1969, SDPB was providing programming on TV and Radio 
for learners of all ages, dating back to the 1930’s and 1940’s. That tradition 
continues. Videos created by SDPB are available online on YouTube and 
PBS LearningMedia where they are accessed thousands of times annually 
by teachers, homeschoolers, daycare providers, students, and life-long 
learners. Working with artist and South Dakota icon Dick Termes, SDPB’s 
“Art Basics with Dick Termes” video series is a gathering point online for 
children and adults.

New content for educators and teachers is added to PBS LearningMedia 
every month, and our Education Team connects with over 3,000 parents 
and educators in a weekly e-newsletter that shares educational activities, 
videos, and lessons that are aligned with South Dakota Content Standards. 
Using the e-newsletter as a communication tool, the SDPB Education 
Team released in May a “Create Your Own Dance Studio” video series. This 
three-part series helps keep children active while incorporating math and 
creativity to encourage critical thinking and imagination. 

In addition to providing relevant education materials, the team work 
one-on-one and in groups offering educators professional development 
opportunities. They taught parents how to share SDPB resources with their 
children and provided under-resourced schools with access to materials. 
Between July 2022 and June 2023, the Early Education and K12 Team 
attended more than 20 events. Professional development events for 
educators included the STEM ED Conference in Huron, the Lakota Nations 
Ed Conference in Rapid City and a statewide homeschool conference. 
The team was at events geared toward children, including the Summer 
Academy at Hawthorne Elementary in Sioux Falls and the Youth & Family 
Services Kids Fair in Rapid City. Hundreds of teachers and thousands of 
students are impacted daily by the resources the SDPB Learn team makes 
available, free thanks to support from Friends of SDPB members.

SDPB LEARN  
4.

engaginG.
EDUCATIONAL.
RESOURCEFUL.



Fiscal Year 2023: July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023 

friends of sdpb
financial report

Membership & Leadership Gifts:    $3,188,359
Corporate Support:          $1,119,513
Endowment:          $76,205

Support to SDPB:                                    $2,262,439
Friends of SDPB Operating Costs:    $1,983,053

Total Amount Raised:  $4,384,077 

Total Expenditures:   $4,245,492

Revenues

Expenses

72.7%

53.3%

46.7%

25.5%

1.8%

Friends is proud to have earned 
the trust and support of 13,109 
member families.  

34.9% of the 13,109 SDPB 
members are sustaining 
members, giving through 
convenient, automatic, 
recurring payments.  

SDPB Corporate Support 
surpassed the $1 million in 
underwriting sales for the 
first time in Friends history. 

In FY23, 17 generous 
individuals became SDPB’s 
Legacy Society new 
members, pushing the total 
number of members above 250.

fiscal year 
highlights
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Tashina Banks Rama*  Pine Ridge 
Vernon Brown   Sioux Falls 
Roberta (Bobbie) Clark  Mitchell 
Gene Ellenson (Vice President) Huron 
Nick Fischer   Aberdeen 
Kara Flynn   Rapid City 
Michael Goodroad   Lead 
Susan Halter-Jones  Watertown 
Janet Hovey-Johnson (Secretary) Sioux Falls 
Tom Hurlbert   Sioux Falls 
Kay Jorgensen   Spearfish 
Suneetha Kurra   Rapid City 
Lindsey Meyers   Sioux Falls 
Matthew Moen   Vermillion 
Karen Mortimer   Rapid City 
Mike Mueller   Pierre 
Julie Overgaard   Vermillion 
Tamara Pier   Rapid City 
Katrin Profilet (President)  Sioux Falls 
Matthew Rama   Pine Ridge 
Tim Schorn*   Vermillion 
Toby Uecker   Brookings 
Josh VanLaecken (Treasurer)  Aberdeen 

*Served in FY23 

Julie Overgaard  Executive Director and General Manager 
Twyla Olson  Content and Assistant General Manager  
SeVern Ashes  Engineering 
Heather Benson  Digital and Online 
Marcy Drew  Education 
Cara Hetland  Journalism 
Fritz Miller  Programming and Communications 
Brad Van Osdel  Entertainment

CEO 
Ryan Howlett 

CFO
Laura Peterson  

INDIVIDUAL GIVING
Molly Broin  
Carol Johnson  
Kate Ryan  
Theresa Schake  

OPERATIONS   
Wendy Bergan   
Ellie Davenport  
Carmen Kock 

CORPORATE SUPPORT
Jennifer Adler  
Eric Erickson  
Laura Ptacek 

COMMUNITY IMPACT
Nathan Hofer  
Brittany Neiles 

FRIENDS OF SDPB 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SDPB LEADERSHIP

FRIENDS OF SDPB TEAM
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who we are
Friends of SDPB supports the mission of South Dakota Public 
Broadcasting through advocacy, leadership, and fundraising 
responsive to the needs of SDPB and all South Dakotans.

Thank you for your continued contributions!
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